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On Jan. 11, leaders of a dissident faction of demobilized rebel group Alfaro Vive Carajo (AVC)
announced that they have signed an agreement with the government promising to abandon armed
struggle. Faction leader Patricio Leon said the agreement calls for rebel reintegration into civilian
life but does not require them to surrender their weapons. However, Leon said the members of the
dissident AVC faction would not join previously demobilized AVC members who have formed the
Alfaro Vive Carajo political party. The AVC rebel group was formed in the early 1980's and was
the country's most active insurgent organization until its main leaders and founder Arturo Jarrin
were killed or jailed during the presidency of Leon Febres Cordero (1984- 1988). Jarrin's successors,
with the exception of the radical dissident faction, demobilized in 1990 during the administration of
former president Rodrigo Borja (1988- 1992). Local news sources report that the number of dissident
AVC militants is less than 50. According to the Spanish news service EFE, there are currently three
insurgent groups which remain active in the country: Patria Libre (Free Fatherland), Sol Rojo (Red
Sun), and the Grupo Libertad y Canto Grande (the Freedom and Big Song Group). (Sources: Agence
France-Presse, Spanish news service EFE, 01/11/93)
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